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GENERAL LITERATURE REVIEW

T'his is the part of your paper where you refer extensively to relevant research and
theory in the feeld. You should make connections between the studies you have read
and where you position yourself among these studies. 11 is important to show your
andience that you have actively engaged with the relevant body of knowledge yonr
research is based on. Sentences 217-285 will belp you do that.

A number of /Numerous scholars have. ..
217. conducted research on

218. investigated why _

219. noted that .

220. correctly observed that ____

221. examined the role of

222. considered the implications of ____
223. recognized the importance of __
224. sought to problematize _

225. pointed out that .

226. suggested that .

227. attempted to identify

228. proposed theories to explamn _
229. found evidence that

230. sought to understand phenomena'’

bsuchas
231. offered explanations for _____

232. argued that ____

233. contended™ that

234. argued in favor of /against ____

235. voiced concern about

236. taken 1ssue with

237. grappled with the 1ssue of .
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238. openly questioned whether __
239. raised doubts regarding .

240. stressed the importance of ___

241. carried out empirical studies on __
242. drawn parallels between and
243, turned their attention to

244. provided empirical evidence supporung ___ .
245. written extensively about ___

246. made the claim that _

247. acknowledged the fact that _____.

248. It is generally agreed that ____.
249. Most of the research on ______ suggests __ .

250. Current research seems to indicate that ___

251. Current studies appear to support the notion that

252. Recent research has tended to show

253. In the literature on _____, there seems to be general agreement
that .

254. Tt is generally accepted wisdom that

255. Empirical evidence appears to confirm the notion that

On hedging:

An important feature of academic writing is the use of “hedging” (tentative
language), which enables you to soften the tone of your assertions and marke clainrs
that are proportionate to the evidence available. In sentences 248-255, this is
achieved through the use of adverbs (e.g.: generally), guantifiers (e.g.: most) and
verbs such as suggest, tend, seem and appeat. Researchers in the humanities
and social sciences offen benefit from the judicious use of hedging. However, if you
are writing a research paper in the natural sciences, you should use hedging more
sparingly. If in doubt, ask your instructor first.

256. Definitions of _____ emetging from _____include
257. The literature on _____ hasitsrootsin ____

258. Proponents of ___ have pointed out that ____.

259. Despite differences in ____, there ate areas of agreement.
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260. Another area of (dis)agreement among researchers is

261. Most researchers working in the area of agree’45 'on/that
262. Much of the debate over has revolved around
263. Much previous wotrk on has focused on

264. A recent ine of research has focused on
265. has genemted an impressive amount of research.
266. Previous research!™ has supported the hypothesis that

267. There is a growing body of research on
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A recent line of research has established that
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. Empirical evidence has supported the claim that
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. The idea that 1s central to theories of
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controversial whether

. While there is broad agreement that , 1t remains

284, While early studies suggested that , later research seems to
indicate that
285. While it is generally agreed that , there 1s less consensus

over whether ot not™!
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